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Dear Mr. President
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Mohammed Mahmoud street, Cairo, February 04, 2012 
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Mosque of Amr ibn al-As, Cairo 2012
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Tahrir Square, Cairo, January 25, 2012
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Corniche el-Nil, Cairo 2012
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 Cairo, June 24, 2012

Dear Mr. President,

Today is a great day. Egypt has finally achieved the first free and fair 
elections for the presidency. Invited by The Swiss Arts Council Pro 
Helvetia as artist in residence in Cairo this year, it’s a privilege to 
congratulate you for being the new democratic president of Egypt. As 
you will be leading your country to democracy, I wish you full success 
in restoring stability, confidence and to lead your country to prosperity.  
To succeed in those honorable goals, you will face a lot of challenges; 
the biggest one is youth, who represents around half the population.

I was surprised when I read the impressive “Egypt Human Develop-
ment Report 2010”. Indeed, Egypt is currently experiencing the most 
intensive growth in the number of young aged 15-29. Their transitions 
to adulthood become highly problematic, as for a start, half of them 
would not be able to read this letter I writing to you because of the prob-
lems facing the national system of education. The young girls might be 
facing more difficulties, as their participation in the labor market are 
one of the lowest in the world. Because 90% of the unemployed are 
aged less than 30 years, the coming urgent tasks won’t be only in 
improving education, but also about creating new and better jobs.

I do believe that no matter how much the difficulties are, solutions 
will always be found. In fact, one of the good news in 2011 after the 
overthrown of President Mubarak took place in February; was that 
Switzerland has immediately frozen 2’600 million Egyptian pounds in 
assets held by Egyptian individuals who belonged to the old regime. 
At the present time the Swiss government hopes to quickly return that 
money to Egyptian people. This unexpected amount of income could 
be a unique opportunity to invest in education reforms and the crea-
tion of job opportunities through special incentives avoiding gender 
discrimination and nepotism. Thus by integrating strongly the young 
people in the global economy with decent wages, you will offer them 
the chance to build their adult life by being able to afford marriage, 
establishing their own homes and being actively engaged in the civil 
society.

By doing interviews and socializing with the young people in the streets 
of Cairo, I have learned a lot about their leisure time as well as their daily 
life difficulties. As a new president, the teenagers are keenly waiting 
with great expectations for your steps to change Egypt. They need 
dreams and true hopes as well as concrete and tangible results.

Today is a great day to offer you these Egyptian portraits and words 
of young women and young men asking you to be well aware of their 
concerns. The youth might be the top priority in your agenda because 
they are a formidable truthful force to support you in the aim to build 
a fairer world.

May God bless you in your endeavors and give the strength to succeed 
in your mission.

 Yours sincerely,
 Jean-Luc Marchina



Qorsaya Island, Cairo 2012
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Concept and photographs by

Jean-Luc Marchina

Thank to

Institute of National Planning, Egypt

United Nations Development Programme

Embassy of Switzerland Cairo
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